
Opossums are marsupials 
meaning they carry their 

babies in a pouch on their 
abdomen. If you find a dead 
opossum between March 1 

and Sept 30 it may have 
babies in its pouch.  Please 

wear gloves and check 
the pouch for babies. If 

you find any, remove them 
immediately by gently 
pulling while turning 

counterclockwise. This will 
help break the vacuum from 

the nipple and prevent 
damage to babies. Pouches 
are surprisingly deep as the 
mothers have 13 nipples. 

Make sure to check entire 
pouch. Once removed, 

place the babies in a box 
with soft bedding and  

keep the babies warm. DO 
NOT FEED OR GIVE 

WATER. Call a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator.

Place in a box 
with soft bedding 
and put the box in 

a quiet dark 
place.  Keep it 
warm. DO NOT 
FEED OR GIVE 
WATER. Call a 

licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator.

Place a box or 
plastic bin on its 
side and use a 
push broom to 

gently move the 
opposum into the 
box or bin. Cover 
the box or bin and 
put the box or bin 

in a quiet dark 
place. DO NOT 
FEED OR GIVE 
WATER. Call a 

licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator.

DO NOT FEED 
OR GIVE 

WATER. Leave 
it alone. The 

opossum is old 
enough to be on 

its own.

It could possibly 
be an orphan. 
Place in a box 

with soft bedding 
and put the box 
in a quiet dark 
place.  Keep it 
warm. DO NOT 
FEED OR GIVE 
WATER. Call a 

licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator.

Once babies are old enough, they crawl out of the 
mother's pouch and hang on to her back. 

Sometimes when the mom is hit by a car the 
babies can be thrown several feet. If you found 

the opossum between April 1 and October 31 be 
sure to check around the general vicinity for 

older babies.
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I Found an Injured Opossum

Is the 
opossum an 

adult?

Is the 
opossum 
injured or 

dead?
Dead Injured

NO YES

Is the 
opossum at 

least 8 inches 
excluding the 

tail?

Is the 
opossum 
injured?

NOYES

YES

NO


